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MINUTES 


Of the One Hundredth Annual Session of the Ocmulgee Association held 
with Mount Zion Church, Jones County, Georgia, September 9th, 10th and 
11th, 1910. 





The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder John F, Almond, of 
the Yellow River Association, from Matthew i. 21. 

After one hour’s respite, the messengers convened in the house. 
Preaching at the stand by Elder J. A. Taylor, followed by Elder 
©. H. Anthony. 

The Association was opened with prayer by Elder Lee Hanks. 

Received letters from ten churches and minuted their state, and 
enrolled messenger’s names. 

Elder J. H. Gresham was chosen Moderator, and J. W. Newton, 
Clerk. 

Appointed Brother C. W. Bragg to write the next Circular Letter. 

Invited visiting brethren and sisters to seats with us. 

Read our Decorum. 

Called for Petitionary Letters. 

On motion, adopted same order of business as last session. 


On motion appointed the following Committees: 

On Deceased Members—J. W. Newton, J. A. Adams and J. H. 
Williamson. 

On Preaching—J. H. Williamson, J. W. Newton, T. J. Bazemore, J. A. 
Adams and J. H. Hitchcock, with Moderator and church delegation, 

To write the Corresponding Letter—J. W. Newton, T. J. Bazemore and 
J. A. Adams. 

To examine the Circular Letter—J. H. Hitchcock, J. A. Adams and 
J. W. Newton. 

Called for correspondence from sister Associations, and received as 
follows: 

Yellow River—Elders R. L. Cook, John F. Almond, V. B. White, Joe 
James and Brethren H. A. Sills, J. N. Jones, J. B. Upshaw and R. K. 
Bennett. 

Oconee Association—J. W. Adair, G. W. Lord, N. S. Lord, J. M. Adams 
and G. L. Adams. 

Primitive Ebeneezer Association—Iverson Lord, E. J. Davidson, R. S. 
Smith, J. I. Hooks, J. N. Souther and Elder W. W. Howell. 


Marietta—Letter and minutes. 
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Delaware River and Warwick—Letter aud minutes. 

Kehukee—Letter and minutes. 

Echeconnee—Elders W. J. Heard, Lee Hanks and Brethren J. S. Mec- 
Gee and J. W. Fielder. 

Appointed correspondence to sister Associations as follows: 

Yellow River—Elders J. D. Curtis, J. A. Adams and J. H. Gresham. 

Oconee Association—Elder J. D. Curtis and Brother T. C Hammock. 

Echeconnee Association—J. H. Williamson and J. W. Newton. 

Primitive Ebeneezer Association—Brother W. M James and J. R. Childs. 

Marietta—Elder J. D. Curtis and Brother J. H. Williamson. 

Delaware River and Warwick—Letter and minutes. 

Kahukee—Letter and minutes. 

The Association adjourned to 8:30 o’clock t>-morrow morning. 

Prayer by J. M. Adams. 


SATURDAY MORNING. 


September 10th, 1910, 8:30 o’clock—The Association met again. Prayer 
by Elder W. T. Everett, from the Harmony Association. . 

Called for further correspondence, and received Elder J. T. Reynolds, 
from the Echeconnee Association; Elder J. A. Taylor from the Primitive, 
Ebeneezer Association; Brother John H. Adams, from the Yellow River 
Association; Elder C. H. Anthony, from the Oconee Association. 

Called for visiting brethren and received Elder W. T. Everett, from 
the Harmony: Association and A. D. Tucker, from the Mt. Olive Asso- 
ciation. 

Called for the Corresponding Letter which was read, received and 
adopted. 

Appointed union meeting. 

First District—Shoal Creek commencing Friday, before the fifth 
Sunday in April, 1911. 

Second District—County Line, commencing Friday before the fifth Sun- 
day in July, 1911. 

Called for the Circular Letter, when Brother J. A. Adams, who was 
appointed to write said letter offered one published in our minutes in 
1851. Said letter having been prepared by the late Elder D. L. Hitch- 
cock, which was read and received and ordered printed in our minutes. 

Called for Miscellaneous Business, when the Committee on Deceased 
Members reported they had no data to go by, and asked for instructions, 
etc. We now request that the churches in future send up a list of all 
deceased members, that their names may be recorded in our minutes. 
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Our sister church, Shoal Creek, reported the death of. Sister Elizabeth 
Montgomery, the wife of the late Elder W. S. Montgomery, and re- 
quested special notice of her demise be recorded as a token of the high 
esteem she was held: in among the membership of this Association. 
Also we record the death of our dearly beloved Deacon, G. A. Zeller, 
of Ephesus church. Our loss is great. His life was an inspiration to all 
that knew him. Our loss we feel irreparable, we therefore submit to 
him who doeth all things well. 

Also that a memorial of our late Elder D. G. McCowen, be recorded, 
which we herewith append. 

On motion, this being the-Oae Hundredth Annual Session, that the 
records of the first meeting of the Association be printed in this minute, 
which was ordered, to aid in perpetuating the history, as well as to 
show other facts, that there has been no departure from its original 
principles, either in doctrine or practice, thereby establishing our claim 
of Primitive Baptist. 

Resolved, That this Association feel to return thanks to God and to the 
brethren, sisters and friends for the kindness we have received at their 
hands during our meeting. 

The next session is appointed to be held with the church-at Fellow- 
ship, Jasper County, Georgia, six miles west of Monticello, commencing 
on Friday before the second Sunday in September, 1911, where we hope 
to meet again in the name of our great High Priest. 

On motion the Clerk is ordered to have 600 copies of these minutes 
printed and distributed, and that he retain all funds for his trouble, after 
paying for same. 

Called for contributions and distributing corresponding minutes. 

Adjourned, 
J. H. GresHam, 
Moderator. 
J. W. NEwron, 
Clerk. 
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Order of Preaching. 


Elder John F. Almond, preached Introductory Sermon, Friday 
morning at 11:00 o’clock; Elder J. A. Taylor, at the stand in the after- 
noon, followed by Elder C. H. Anthony. 


Saturday morning 10:00 o’clock—Elder W. J. Heard, followed by 
Elder V. B. White; afternoon, Elder Lee Hank followed by Elder W. W. 
Howell. 

Sunday morning 10:00 o’clock—Elder A. J. Tucker, followed by Elder 
R. L. Cook; afternoon, Elder Joe James, followed by Elder W. T. 
Everett. 





Memorial. 


The Ocmulgee Association of Old School Baptists, desires to record 
upon her minutes some expression, as a memorial, to Elder D. G. Mc- 
Cowen, who was our clerk for thirty-nine years, and who has recently 
passed away from our midst, and been called home to his reward. It is 

‘impossible for us by any words that we may use, to ‘tell what, by the 
grace of God, he has been to us all these many years as a brother be- 
loved, as a minister of the word, as pastor of two churches of our body, 
as clerk of this Association. 

We, who are best acquainted with him in his ministry, knew that he 
never wavered from the faith that has been dear to the hearts of the 
children of God in all ages. The principles of doctrine that were dear to 
him, and that were set forth constantly in his public ministry, and in 
his private conversation, embraced predestination, election, special 
atonement, effectual calling, the resurrection at the last day, the change 
of these vile bodies, and the final glory of the redeemed in heaven. 


There never was a time in all his ministry when he made a hobby of 
anything pertaining to the gospel. He never was drawn aside from the 
plain, simple testimony of the Word of God. He was of mild and 
peaceable mind, and never cared to take part in a heated controversy. 
Yet no man was ever more firm and unwavering in testifying to the 
truth. The weapons of his warfare were not carnal, but mighty through 
God. He lived every day before the people, in godly sincerity and 
truth. Even those without were compelled to bear testimony of him as 
a sincere, upright, humble hearted man. 


How can we sufliciently set forth the power there is in such a life to 
magnify the Grace of God to which alone such a life is due? We need 
not multiply words here, though our hearts prompt us todo so. Weare 
sorrowful that we shall see his face no more. We, therefore, extend an 
expression of sympathy to the churches of his former charge, and to his 
family who were so dear to him, and who loved him so well. 


- 
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Corresponding Letter. 


The One Hundredth Annual Session of The Ocmulgee Old School Baptist 
Association in session with Mount Zion Church, Jones County, Georgia, 
to the several Associations with whom she corresponds, sends greetings: 


DeaRLY BELOVED IN THE Lorp—We feel to give praise and thanks- 
giving to the God of all mercies that we have been gathered together in 
the providence of God, and our souls have feasted on the preached gospel. 


% Your messengers have come bearing evidence that they have been 

i with Jesus, and we desire to express our gratitude and thankfulness for 
the absence of all views and theories that are foreign from Old School 
Baptist practices, etc., and can say that our meeting was characterized 
by the testimony of what, they had heard, and seen with their eyes and 
looked upon, and hands have handled of the word of life. We desirea 
continuation of your correspondence. 

Our next session is appointed to be held with the church at Fellow- 
ship, Jasper County, Georgia, six miles west of Monticello, Georgia, 
commencing Friday before the second Sunday in September, 1911, where 
we hope to meet your messengers again. 





Circular Letter. 


The Ocmulgee Association, to the churches of which she is composed, sends 
Christian Salutation: 


DrarRLy BeLovep BretHreN—In selecting a subject for our annual cir- 
cular we call.your attention to the 21st chapter of Luke and last clause of 
36th verse: ‘‘Watch ye therefore, and pray always.”’ 


These words were addressed by the dear Saviour, asan admonition and 
a special charge to the apostles and disciples when he was speaking of the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the many trials and persecutions they 
would have to go through on account of their faith in Him. And in 
order that they should be ready for these things, it was necessary that 
they should ever be on their guard, or watch, and inasmuch as their 
strength was received from Him and could be obtained from no other 
source, it was necessary that they should continue in prayer to Him who 
was their life and strength. We do not suppose these words were spoken 
for the apostles alone, but the same command is given to every child of 
God from that time to the end of the world; for if you will turn your at- 
tention to the many passages of scripture in which this admonition is 
given, you will discover that all His children from the lowest to the 
highest order, are included. Notice lst Peter, 4th chapter and 7th verse: 
‘‘But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober and watch unto 
prayer.’’ Thus, it appears, this epistle was written to the children of God 
who were scattered abroad. Then we discover that all the admonitions 
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given by the Saviour were intended for the immediate instructions of 
those to whom he spoke and written for us and our children. Then in 
the next place we notice the importance of ministers’ taking the admo- 
nition given in our text ‘‘watch ye, therefore.’’ First, for this reason: 
You are nothing but men, liable to err to the disgracing of yourselves 
and the dishonor of God. Second, because you are surrounded with many 
of the same things that the apostles were, which things were calculated 
to ensnare them when they were not watching. Third, because you are 
placed on the walls of Zion as watchmen to watch over the flock of 
Christ which he has purchased with His own blood. Then awake, O, 
watchmen, and beat your post—many enemies are already at hand— 
there are many sore temptations and trials to encounter. The world, 
the flesh and the devil are engaged in trying todrive you from your post; 
then would you not do well to take in connection with our subject, the 
charge of our Saviour to His apostles, Mat. 26.41: ‘‘Watch and pray, 
that you enter not into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing but 
the flesh is weak.’’ In this passage there is one important item—that is 
temptation, andif there is any particular evil which is dangerous and 
should be guarded against it is that. 


There is one temptation that excels almost every other with ministers, 
and without the spirit of grace to sustain them, it is certain to ovecome 
them, and that is, the popular doctrines of the day, which men in a state 
of nature love, and cannot and will notoppose. Then ‘‘watch ye, there- 
fore, and pray always ”’ 


Both of these points are necessary in order that you should be able to 
stand—stand therefore on the old watchtower, for it has a sure founda- 
tion and never can be removed. The power of an Almighty God is en- 
gaged for its stability. Then take courage and watch every evil; watch 
over lambs of the flock for good; guard against wolvea in sheep’s cloth- 
ing. Pray always, therefore, that God would give you a proper under- 
standing of His Word, to teach the same as faithful ministers in all points 
of doctrine that are recorded in God’s Book, for it is all profitable and 
should be taught in the fear of God, and lest there should be some min- 
isters found unfaithful and not willing to teach all the truth for fear of 
offending, we earnestly call on every church, and particularly every 
deacon, to watch such ministers in order that you be not ensnared; for 
there is nothing more certain, when ministers begin to shun the doctrine 
of scripture, than that they will teach doctrines contrary to them. 


Then being thoroughly convinced that this is the medium through 
which all delusions ever came into the church, is it not time for you to 
begin to watch? Oh! for faithful deacons to watch over the church and 
not suffer them to be iniposed upon by doctrines calculated to lead them 
astray. Is it not necessary that you take this admonition and cease to 
plead inability? Can you not watch over every minister who preaches in 
your churches, and if he preaches a doctrine contrary to the scriptures, 
inform him that you do not tolerate it, and bring the scriptures to con- 
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vince him of his error, and do not forget to pray for him continually that 
God would give him a knowledge of his error, and if he still persists in 
such error, you should shut your doors against him in order that the 
churches may not be imposed upon. 

The best way to stop an evil is to take it at its first approach. We call 
it an evil because it has proved itself to be such in all ages of the world 
and one of the most distressing evils the church ever had to encounter. 


Then is it not time that churches and deacons should begin to take 
admonition of the Saviour in our text, ‘‘Watch ye, therefore.’”’ Weare 
well apprised of the fact that there is no better way to get clear of a false 
minister than to watch him closely; for they have to change their dress 
often, and when undisguised they are nothing but wolves, and cannot 
bear the exposure that naturally will ensue. Then do not be afraid of 
losing them, for the sooner you separate them from you the better; for 
one wolf can keep out a number of sheep that would prove a blessing to 
you if you had them among you; for children. of the same parent see eye 
to eye, and speak the same things. Then, brethren, hoping and praying 
that you may ever be on your watch that you may not be deceived. 

We next call your attention to the clause of our subject. 

‘Pray always.’’ We understand the Saviour to admonish his disciples 
to pray unto their Father as needy and dependent creatures, for every 
blessing they need, for He will be sought unto for His mercies, and it is 
the duty and privilege of every Christian; for through this medium we 
can hold sweet communion with our Lord and Saviour. It is through 
this medium we receive grace to live as Christians and enjoy His holy 
presence in sickness or in health; and it is through this medium we feel 
His presence in our churches and associations. 


‘*Prayer is the breath of God in man, 
Returning whence it came. 
Love is the sacred fire within, 
And prayer the rising flame.”’ 


May the Lord teach us the importance of these things, and at last 


crown us in eternal glory. Amen. 
J. H. GRESHAM, 


J. W. Newton, Moderator. 
Clerk. 





Minutes 1810. 


Minutes of the Ocmulgee Association, which was constituted at Rooly Creek, 
Putnam County, on Saturday the 10th of November, 1810: 


First- A committee appointed by the Georgia Association, consisting 
of the brethren, James Mathews, John Robertson, Robt. McGinty, 
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Benjamin Thompson and Edmon Shackleford, convened at Rooty Creek, 


Putnam County, on the tenth of November, 1810, and finding twenty- ° 
four churches in regular order assisted in forming them into an Associa- - 


tion, which was done upon the principles of the Georgia Association. 

Second. Brother Baker was chosen Moderator, and Brother Williams, 
Clerk, and the Association adjourned till Monday morning nine o’clock. 
The Lord’s day being spent in the lively exercises of devotion. The 
Association met according to adjournment. 

Third. Seven newly constituted churches petitioned for admission 
into the Association, and being found sound and orthodox were cordially 
received. 

Fourth. Took up a query from the church at Crooked Creek, to-wit: 
‘Can there not be a more advantageous method adopted for the recom- 
mending of our Baptist brethren who are about to remove than the 
present form of dismissing them?’ The query was postponed till our 
next Association. 

Fifth. Resolved, That this Association be established to meet on the 
Saturday before the first Sabbath in September, annually. 

Sixth. Unanimously agreed to divide the Association into four dis- 
tricts, and the Brethren, Mosely, Flournoy, suttles and Denson, were 
appointed a committee to do the same, who withdrew for that purpose. 

Seventh. The committee reported that the County of Putnam, in- 
cluding the churches in Baldwin County, compose the First District; that 
the County of Morgan, including Freemans Creek, the Second District; 
the County of Randolph, the Third District; the County of Jones, in- 
cluding the churches below, the Fourth District. 

Eighth. The next Association to be at Sugar Creek, in Morgan 
County. Brother Montgomery to preach the Introductory Sermon, and 
Brother Talbot to write the Circular Letter. Concluded with prayer and 
exhortation by Moderator. 


JOSEPH BAKER, 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, Moderator. 
Clerk. 
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